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Food and Drugs Act

COMMONS

moved for leave to introduee Bill No. 215,
ta provide for a loan to the Vaaceuver Har-
bour Commissioners.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first time,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1920,
AMENDMENT

Hon. J. H. KING (Minister of Health)
moved thst the House go into committer on
Bilf No. 105, to amend the Food and Drogs
Aet, 1520,

Motion agreed to znd the House went into
committes, Mr. Johnston in the chair.

On seetion 2--Regulations.

Mr. KING (Kooctenay}: When the hill was
in committes some days ago we passed the
first clause and had & disoussion on slanse 32,
when it waa suggested that the bill, bung
sowewhat of s techrical naturs, should be sent
to a special committee in order that it might
be considered in conference with officials of
the depariment and others who might wish to
be representad, That has been done snd the
committee have reported, suggesting some
three or four amendments, 3 copy of which [
am aow sending over to you, Mr. Chairman.
The fivat amendment is in regard to paragraph
{b) of clause 2:

. Defining official methods for biological test-
ing.

I move to amend this clause by adding after
the word “testing”, the last word in the line,
the words:

Which method shall permit manufacturers to
have biclogical tests made in any laberatery.

This gives the manufacturer an opportunity
of wending his product out to a laborastory
without having to nmintain one on hiy own
premises,

Mr. MeGIBBON: W:ii the minister exph.m _

whot he hopes {o gain by this?

some days ago in commities, under the sub-
section that it is desired %o add to section 4
of the aet we are proposiog to standardize
cartain drogs that are mentioned in achedule
B. If my hon. friend will urn to the schedule
he will fud the nature of the drugs there
suggested. This will give us further power for
the standsrdization of these speeial drugs. The
mabier is one that meets with the approval of
the medieal profession, and parficulsrly fiow
that we hava agreed to make the suggested
smendtment it i3 not objected fto by the
manufacturers.

(M. Cardin.]

Mr. MceGIBBON: I do not think the
minister eaught the meaning of my question.
I quite agree with hiry that it iz desirsble to
have drugs like these standurdized. What I
had in view was this: what control will the
department have over these laborstories so
a8 to be sure that it will get a standardized
product—besause this means subletting, so to
speak, the contract for standardizing?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): Our inspeetors will
socure mmples. We will make our examina-
tign, and i the samples are not up to standard
the manufzcturera will be so informed, .

My, McGIBBON: The samples will he
rechecked at Qttawa?

Mr. RING (Kootenay): Yes. In regard to
part IV of the schedule, the arsenical srepara-
tione, as my hon. {riend uoderstands, ars very
difficult to manufacture, and in order to be
sure that they are up to standard we require
s saemple from each batch.

Mr, ANDERSON {(Halton): How will this
clause apply to drugs imported from foreign
countries? Will the drugs be tested at
Ottawn?

Mr. EING (Xootenay): Firms Importing
druga {romx foreign countries will have to come
up to our standard. That is being dope in
Great Britain to-day where they ars stand-
ardizing these drugs. It is also being done
in France, and in fact in many countries
certain standards have been established. I
they come up to our stapdards, we will
accept their drugs. o we find it necessary to
visit their ifactories, we will do so abt their

expemse. That is being done by the United

States authorities at the present time.
Eurcpean manufacturers whe are importing
drugs into the United States have to come up
to iheir standard and they submit to their
inspection.

Mr, ANDERSON (Halton): As regards

‘ . these  pharmaseutieal preparstipny imported
Mr. KING {XKootenay): As was stated

from foreign countries, particularly from the
United States, will there be s labomstory at
Ottawn prepared to test and standardise these

articlex properiy? :

Mr, KING (Kootenay): We shall have a
Iaboratory at Ottaws to make tests,

Mr. ANDERSON (Halton): Is sy pire-
parstion being made for having suvh. s
Iaboratory established at Otiswa?f

Mr. KING (Kootenay): There is one. f

Mr. ANDERSON (Haltes): Is there ome
in existence now capable of doibg this work?
{
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Mr. KING (Kootenay): BSoms other tech-
nical affiesrs may be required, but the labon-
tory i in exisfence and I think it iz now
eapable of doing the work.

Mr. ANDEHSON Halton): Whe i the
officer in charge? .

Mr. KING {(Kootenay): I forget his name
for the moment.

Mr. ANDERSON (Halten): 1 presume
the lsboratory wil be tm{ier tha ﬁepartmeat

o Health?

Mr. EING (Kootenay): Yes.

Mr. ROSS {(Kingston): Where iz this
faboratory?

Mr. KING (Eootenay): Thers I8 in
Otiaws a labaratory that will do this work.
As my hon. friend knows, the department ia
situnted in the Blgin building. There are also
faboratories in Montreal, Halifax and Van-
couver. I hardly think they will be eqnipped
to do work of this character, but the Ottawa
laboratory should be.

Mr. MeGIBBON: 1 quite agree with the
minister that it should be, but iz it? I have
grave doubts,

Mr. KING (Kootenay): Ounce we upder-
toke thiz work it will be.

Mr. MeGIBBON: And that mesus the
creation of a staff, probably a pew depart-
ment?

Mr. KEING (Kootenay}: No

Mr, McGIBBON: A new sub-department.
I quite 2gree with the minister that this werk
should be done. While I may not be in order,
I think the minister's whaole department, not
due of course to any fault of his, has {silen
down i{amentably in sclentific research work.
I took a great part in getiing this aet on the
statute book, and it was distinetly under.
stood at that time that we were to have a
department of seientific research. That has
not been carried out and 1 do not think we
have a man capable of doing this work.

Mr. ANDERBON (Halton): 'The Depart-
ment of Health was created for that very
purpose, and so {ar ag carrying out its main
purpese is concerned, it has been 3 total
fuflure.  Has the minister formed any esti-
mate of the cost of the establishisent of a
laboratory In order to make these standard
tests?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): [ do not thik
it i3 necessary to make any esfimate, We
are doing that kind of work to-day, and we
have not had any complaints. It iz true

that the biological testing provided for under
this section i3 outside the regulafr’ work we
have heen doing, but when thiisection be-
comes law, that will be provided: faar naturatly :

i is a matter of administration.  Bo far as
the testing of foods and drugs i soncersed,

that iz being done to-day, and I have not
heard much complaint; I bave heard com-
plaints from the people who got into troulle,
but generally speaking the depariment’s ad-
ministration, 1 think, has been verygoed. [
think that was demonstrated whew-the com.
mittes was diseussing this bill the other day.

The representatives of the manufacturars were
present, and the general opinion was that the
sdministration of the aet had Dbeen good.

Thege minor amendments will :mgmve the act,

more particuiarly v regard to

Amendment agreed fo.
Seetion as amended agreed to. .
Sections 3 and 4 agreed fo.

On seetion 5—Seizure of mapeétéd articles.

Mr. ANDERSON (Halton): What is the
procedurs in regard to these seitures? What
iy done with these articles? ;

Mr, KING (Kootenay): We are amending
this zection so that we can control the sriiele
beyond the period that is possble sow under
the act. Under the present lww, after the
article has been analysed we bavé:no nght to
continue to hold it.  This &menﬂment gives
us that right and brings the article under our
gonirol until proper dispasal has been made
of it

Section agreed to.

On seetion 6—Seizure.

Mr. ROBS (Xingston): 1 thinki the min-
ister knows—in fact, I have brought up several
cases myself—that under this set his officials
are interfering with the use of inert and
harmless pmrvatavea. Severak:
articles mentioned in the act have. Ee;

By the marufacturers of certain m:&m of f
for twenty-five or thirly years'  Ts the de-
partment still keeping vp its mtetf vence with
their use? I think the minister-
that one of them 13 used in bol :

which in & very cheap food. THe preservative
ueed By the manufneturer iz an inert "and barm-
less one; ag the inspectors admit, yetthey come
sround ropestedly and interfere. © Could not
the minister see that his sﬁﬁn give o more
practical interpretation o the set @ as fo stop
this interference?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): [ khmk the ad-
mindstration by the officiale has Hgen reason-
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able. The preservative mentioned by my
hon. friend, while it iz not altogether harm.
less, is deceptive. 1 gives the meat g colour
which i otherwige would not have, and the
eerson buying it ig thereby decejved, That iz
the attitude of the department, 1} have had
& number of cases before me recently. T know
what my hon. friend is referring to, but thers
Is an opinion in the minds of the officialy that
mismamséeuidaotﬁemedbmmit
is deceiving the buying puhlic.

Mr. ROSS {Kingstony: Nt at afl. The
minister will 2gree that this article ig sold

colour you would vot sell the meat; that iy

the claim of the butehers, @AM
claim that it has no njur efieet whatever

BO mjurious

B I Tyzs o)

Y. _ouy b Ity ea
the means of selling . It is a cheap fopd.

Mr. KING (Eovtenay): I shajl be glad to
consider my hon, friend’s suggestion, but it
is no% 2 new matter in the depaﬂ;;s_zant.

Mr. ANDERSON (Halton): | Will, this

clause empawer the department to fook after.

certadn  patesited reinedies that gre on the

mishranded ; they mre Iahelod with nemes
they do not deserve because of the drugs that
are. in them, I hoticed one artiele fn an
Ottawa drug store alled “double pepaig”.
There is no sueh thing awx double pensin,. and
I think the article in Question has o popaiy
whatever i it, but it iy being sold in large
quantities tg the Avertge consumer sy g
splendid remedy for indigestion. I may be
o good remedy, hut 3 s certainly not doghis
pepsin, and people are Biiying it under a mis.
concention.  There are alsq many desiccated
eereals, broskfast foods, that are supposed to
be very nutritive which nre ok nutritive
at all. Will the department undértaka thig
amended act o investigate thess srticles and
find out what is good and what is not, and
have the oneg that are no good fnken off the
market altogother?
IMe. J. W, Ringj

Mr. KING {Eootenay) : The sfficials of
the department are doing that wark fmfn day

and tests gnd examinations are maﬁnuafiy:
being made to cheek thess thingy up,

Mr. ANDERSON (Halton}: Would he
necessary to add the words “or any combina-
tion of druge”? I that covered. ag the section

- stands?

_because of ity eq) e _H_,ym»mwﬁﬁ;:-Mr:'---mc' {Kootenay): 1 do not think it

ouid be neressary to add these words,
Mr. ANDERSON {(Hakon}: 1 douby if

- Many combinations of druga would come

under this seation,
Mr. KING {Kootenay) : I think they would

- cume within the defipitions,

Mr. RAISER - The section mys thag when-
ever any article of food or any drug 8 re.
50@; ag gﬁ aéu___;ﬁa?ﬂiﬁ;_ﬁﬁ ar mﬁed

a"% ctor may  seiza and  inspect e
articls, : t refer [op an

provin o1 healt

lalyorad) Br examinalion. WO %)
" the offieinly of the Dominion

Deputtivent of T X B0 officer o the
provineiaf health department feols dispaged

to advize us in regard to a food or drug whigh

he thi I8 improper we shall be glad g
have the Information and Make SR investien”
t,ic% but the work io done by Dominion

g

Mr. McGIBBON : Has any individual the
privilege of sending a sample {o the depart.
ment for analysis?

Mr. KING (Koatenay) : Yes, T think it
1% quite proper. I they wish to send 5 aaaple,
or to call attention to articies which are on
the market and of which they are suspicious,
we are glad to have the information.

Mr. ANDERSON They examine the food?

Mr. KING (Keotenay): I am not 20 sure
shout that,

Mr. MeGIBRON: It that were permitted,
I think #t would adg to the usefulness of the
department, beeauze ithe inapeetors of the deo-
partment are more or lesy restrictad.
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Mr. ANDERSON (Halton): There are
large guantities of what are termed non-in-
toxicating drinks on the murket, such as
orange cruzh and so on. I think the depart-
ment i responsible for the fact that some of
these contain a considerable amount of alechal
and sre reaily mome intoxicating than 4.4
beer. Does the department look into that

mutter ~and  sascerixin - whather - the - aerated—

drinks coniain no improper ingredisnis?

Mr. ADSHEAID: Do I uonderstand the
minister to =ay, with reference to food, that
he objects to colouring being put in?

Mr. KING (Kootéhsy): No, that is not
so. There are cerfain standard solours which
oan be used in the manufacture of vonfection~
ery, for instance. These ure allowed by the
department. But is it wise that some prepara-
tion should be used, for example, in the mak-
ing of ssusage, to change the colouring of
the meat sad thus deeeive the purchasery
The opinion in the department is that it iz
not fair to the buying public. The people
who are manufzciuring sausage should pat
zood meat into if.

Mr. ADSHEAD: That would not refer
tr hutter,

Mr. KING {(Kootenay): Na.

Mr. ROSS (Kingston}: The, analyst of the
depurtment reports that this is harmless, and
that the only effect of the drug is to give
cofouring in 9 percentage of it

Mr, KING (Kootenay}: [ shall be glad
te take it up further with the officiala. They
huve beea meking seizures for some time.

Mr. KAIBER: The question may be
lovked at from the commercial agpect: a food
of drug may he adulterated and the aduiters-
tion ary have the effect of incressing the
comnineretal value, But another element which
is of far more importanee is the question of
soiling muods which may net only be adul-
terafed or mishrunded but which may contain
kerms of disease.  Will the analyst of tha
department undertake to lodk inte matters of
gh::t kind and sse that the feods are free
from  disegse?

Mr. KING {(Kootenay): My hon. friend
spraks of cansed goods. That wmatter comes
under anether act.

}in MeQIBBON:  With regard to the
Fiere of goods, whe is going fo stand the

T
.

; Ay, KING {(Kootenay}: The person wha
s the product which is not up to standard.

Mr. MeQIBBON: That might not be fair,
A druggist might buy s quanﬁf’;’r of goods
in good faith, but they might soutsin some
alecholis extracts.

Mr. KING {(Kootenay): Ia section 18 pro-

vigion i8 made to bring in the third party, sad
that. will meet the situstion.

- Mir-BBAPS: - Ya there-snything in any of

the acts to compel anyone who sells these
foadstuffy to show by way of a Jabsl or card
what has been used in their préparation?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): There'is a system
of labslling which deseribes weight and so on,
but I am not sure that it is the practice to
deseribe the colowriog matter that is used.
Certain astandard colours are allowed to be
used in foodstuffs. They are kuown to the
manufsecturers. They are used more partice-
larly in confectionery.,

My HEAPS: A person whe huys a certain
atticle should knew what is in it, and the
only protection is that which is given by the
authorities. T think it would be wise if some
amendment were made compelling the person
selling these goods in which colouring matter
has been used to place a label on them show-
ing what they coniaia, :

Mr. EKING (Kootenay): That would
possibly be developed by the regulations that
would be made under section 4

Mr. HEAPS: Would the minister congider
putting sueh regulations into effect?

Mr. KING (Eootenay): Yes; I should be
ghad to, -

Mre. ANDERBON (Halton): Wil the min-
ister give me some information about see-
tion 8, which says: _

Whenever any article of food or any drug

is reported by s deminion amalyst as being
adualterated or misbranded—

And so on, How wide is that dause? Does
it take In goods in cold storage?

Mr. KING (Kootensy): The sestion iz
very. definite, It reads:

Whenever anr article of food ér any drug is
reported by a deminion analyst ag heing adulfer-
ated or misbranded within the menning of this
act, the departinent may order such artiele, and
ail other articles of the same kind which were
in the same place at the time the article
analyzed was obizined, to be seized by an in-
=pector and detained by him until an analyvais of
the sample of the whole ia made, and thereafter
until the inspector has given an order for ity
disposal.

Me. ANDERBON (Halton): Tt iz so wide
that it inchudes all drugs and faod,
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Mr. KING (Kootenay): Nop, it iz con-
fined to the act itself.

Mr. STEVENS: That is, within the mean-
ing of the whole aet,

Mr, KING (Keotenay): The activities of
the department are circumscribed by the act

Mr. ESLING: Doss the act provide for
any anslysis of beer? As the hon. minister
ia well aware, charges have been made on
the foor of the legislature of British
Columbia to the effeet that beer g offered
for sale in the province contsining _ether,
resin and other chemicals. In fact it is fre-
quently remarked that chemisty rather than

 brewers are needed in the manufseture of this

poizonous beer. Is it within the jurisdiction
of the minister’s department 4o take samples
of beer for analysig?

Mr, KING (Kootenay): 1 have not had
brought to my atiention any seizures of beer
by my department under this met. I will
mske inquiries and inform my hon. friend
{ater whether beer would eome within it
geupe,

Mr. ESLING: Does not the minister cone
sider that beer should come within the juris-
diction of this department for the protection
af the public? I think he should have juris-
diction in determining the quality of a
beverage such as I have described just zm
another department hss jurisdietion over
weights and measures. Surely anybody who
drinks beer at random will readily realize the
great difference in quality between the pro-
ducts of various breweries. 1 think the act
provides explicitly what ingredients shail be
taken into a brewery.

Mr. KING {(Eootenay): TBeer ia not
classified a5 # food or drug under this act.
lts manufacture is controled under the Taland
Revenua Act.

Mr. ESLING: But does not the minister
think it would be a good thing to protect
the pubiic heulth by providing that beer be
analyzed at the discretion of the department?
Let his inspectors take samples here and there
of this bottled poison and determine what
should be done with it

Section agreed to.
Section 7 agreed io.

On gection $—Analysts may be designated.

Mr. ROSS (Kingston): What will be ihe
gualification for 3 Dominion analyat?
iMr, B, K. Anderson,}

Mr. KING (Kootenay}: We have.in the
service men who sre clasified as chemiste,
This eection will afford ua the opportunity
of utilizing their services and elassifying them
as Dominion analysia.

Mr, McoGIBBON: What s the basis of
statdurditation of these drugs?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): They will be tested
biclogieally. :

Bection agreed to.

Sections 9, 10 and 11 agreed to.

On section 12--Distribution of samples,

Mr. KING (Kootenay): ‘This section has
heen amended,

The CHAIRMAN: All the words after
the word, “drug”, in the thirtezenth line are
stricken ouf and the following substituted:

Provided that this section shall not prevent
manufacturers or wholesale dealers from die
tributing samples by mail or otherwise in com-
liance with individual requests for same, or
rom distributing samples to physicians, vete-
rinary surgeons, dentists, registered nurses, hoe-
pitale, or to retail druggists for individual re-
digtribution to adults only.

Amendment agreed to.
Section ag amended agreed to.
Section 13 agreed to.

On section 14~S8chedule amended.

The CHAIRMAN: Part IV of the schedule
has been amended by striking out all the worda
after “and” in the first line. Part IV will then
read:

Organic compounds of arsenic znd analogous
preparations preparad for parenteral medica-
tion.

Mr. KAISER: Preparations of arsenic are
inorganie. ‘The proper word is nol wsed.

Mr, KING (Kootenay): This is the prover
wording as I understand it. It was diseussed
in commitiee and the amendment proposed
does lmit arsenicsl preparstions to the
medical purposes intended.

Amendment agreed to.

Schedule as amended agreed to.

Bill reported.

Mr. SPEAKER: When shall said bill be
read s third time?

Mr. ROSS (Kingston) :- Next sitting of the
House.

Mr. BPEAKER: Next sitting of the House.







