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Bill C-6 threatens freedoms and access to health: critics
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Critics wartt a controversial consurmer
protection bi# rescinded over concerns of

] viokations of personat freedoms and access to
s ’ alternative health.
Josh Statham

€ B50-315-3317 : Bilt (-6, the proposed Canada Consumer
Product Safety Act, s intended to “keep
Canadian families safe from dangerous

consumer products,” according to Heakh
Canada, but some fear the bilf carrles with It
clauses that would resirict access o natural
hesth and aliow Health Carada officials
powers that would circurmvent the courts, the
Canadian Constitution and Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

“This is about much more than just health
supplemants,” saif Tree House Heolth Foods

MOST DISCUSSED ARTICLES owner Lonnt Warren. - . 8 ’ s
o o HIN1 Vace “It's about our Fights to0.” John O'Connor
Safety of mercury in accine
‘nconchisive’ says doc 7 3 Not only does the bi# cause concern for natural HEALTH FOOD ACCESS
health advocates, who are worried it will lead THREATENED?
tp the elimination of many products from Memritt Treshouse lgza{th Foods Dc;s;:ner lonnk
Warren says up to 50 per cent eaith products
MOST READ LOCAL STORIES gﬁf‘mﬁ:‘f store ﬁm‘?ﬁ‘é‘mm on her shelves may be eliminated under the
access aith p proposed Bifl C-6 and current NHP legisiation,
Isianders coast through Cents has also has stirred civil Ebertarians. which will come into affect in 2011,
Water meter study turning on Kamioops lawyer Shawn Buckley, who used to Purchase Phato »
On the mend fight on behalf of Heatth Canada but now
. R . represents natural health companies, says Bill -6 provides Health Canada with dramatically expanded
Spiit Square a starting point powers to: trespass on private property without recourse, sefze private property without court supervision;
Pefition against use of money destroy private property without court supervision; ke control of businesses without court supenvision; in
some circumstances to keep seived private property without a cowrt order; and impose penalties that most
family run businesses could not survive,
QUESTION OF THE WEEK "Health hspectors can go onto any private property and there's no recourse and they don't even hgve to be
investigating you, they can be investigating your neighbour, " says Buckiay.
Which form of media do you prefer for local
news? Okanagan-Coquihalla MP Stockwell Day, who supports Bilt C-6, says the legisiation is needed 1o protect
consumers from “untold amounts” of imports coming into Canada,
C Television
" Newspaper "Natural health products are not under this bill,” said Day.
-~
Radlo C-6 was amendeq earlier this year to speciically exclude natural health products,
T web
 Gossip Desptte the amendment, 88 C-6 could st be made applicable to natural health products in the future by 3

regulatory amendment.

Buckley says he i not confident that C-6 woukin® Inter be amended o include natural health products and
says officials may re-introduce Bilf C-51 which, accordingly to Bucidey would have brought natural health
peoducts under the drug category and made it very difficult to obtain product Scensing.

It is completely unrealistic to assume that similar enforcement provisions and penalties would not be applied
to drugs and Natural Health Products,” states Buckley,

Might a person sispected of possessing a botte of Vitamin C not faling under Bifl C-6's standards or
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participating in business activity involving unregulated praducts be raided by Health Canada officiak?

“If they were a distributor and they had over the maximum allowable amount of vitarmin €, they could be
raided,” said doctor of natural of medicine and natural health preduct manufacturer Richard DeSyiva,

Gr Jan. 15, 2009, Calgary raturopathic doctor Eldon Daht and his wife were sitting in their home when
Health Canada agents and 3 SWAT time raided their residence and held them for 11 hours, The armed raid
was conducted on the suspicion that Dahi was distributing unrequiated vitaming, aming adids, and
progesterone cream,

Since then, Dahf's natural health product distribution business has ceased.

“It's a precedent that & set, f we aliow the state to come on o our property over natiral bealth products,
what's next?* said Buckley

“In effect, what we are keing & our property rights.”

Lagt week, Bucidey spoke before the Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science, and Techmology
to express his opposition to 5l (-8,

Although Buckley Is in favour of consumer protection and requirements that companies put on their labels
what's in the bottle, he questioned the priority 8if C-6 gives 1o consumer profaction over indhaduat
freedoms,

"Have cansumer products sutdenly become so dangerous that we have to give up fundamental freedoms to
profect curseives and are we more safe giving the state free range over our property?” asks Buckiey.

“The bill deaks with things bke false claims made by products, testing requirements, and & deals with the
time K takes 1o do a recall when a dangerous product is discoversd, ™ said Day.

Bucidey and DeSyha say they fear that if it passes, it will not only present a threat to freedoms and
potentially impact natural health product distribution, but & would sk open the door for Canada's heakh
faws tiy be harmonized with the laws of foreign bodies Bke the Europesn Union.

The Codex Alimentarius Commission {CAC), @ regulatory body that was established in 1963 by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Health Organization may be one such foreign
body, recognized in Bif C-6, that coukt be harmonized with Heakth Canada.

The CAC can be used to saltle international disputes concerning food safety and consumer protection,
including cases involving natural health supplements. Proposals have been made to the CAC to dassify
natural health products as drugs and set the criteria for maximum and minimum desage levels "o stop
consumers overdosing on vitamin and mineral food supplements,®

“This bifl {C-6) & a Trojan horse bill,” said DeSyhva,

"It would allow for Codex Alimentarius to come into Canada because &t would force Canada to align s
reguiations with internationat regutations.”

Bill C-6 aliows for the definition of govermment to include; 2 government of a forelgn stata or a subdivision of
a foreign state, or an intermnational organization of states.

"Because it {Consumer Protection Act) encompasses such a broad spectrum of legisiation, the potential to
violate our freedoms i very high,” says Warren.

"It effects every single person who has ever purchased anything, not just 3 natural heaith product.”

Bill (-6 fate could be decided before Parfiament’s Christrnas break. It remains in discussion before the
Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science, and Technology.

Warren says she is concerned abeut the future of her health food stores in Merritt and Hope and the
implications Bilf C-6 would have on Canadiany’ access to alternative health.

The natural health industry has another looming battie, Starting in 2011, all health products stocked on
retalers' shelves will require a Natural Product Number.

“The reason it is potentially bad & because, how many of the companies that have submitted their
applications for Bcensing have been refused? said Warren,

“We do not no how many of our products were are going to be left with next year.”
Warren adds that smaller companies will suffer the most,
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